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TV Series Creative Outline 
 
For socially active, pop culture seekers who want a more interactive television experience, 

the half-hour MOVING STORIES TV series provides a unique lens through which to view 
books, by adapting the work of contemporary authors into provocative short films,  

 

In shadowing professional filmmakers then screening their finished short films, the show 
provides tactical knowledge to viewers, catalyzing them to experiment with all the new 

means of creating films themselves.  The idea of viewers contributing video content is 

already wildly popular due to the accessibility of film-making devices and web site uploads. 
One has only to look at the growing prevalence of mobile cameras and video blogging to 

understand where viewers are headed for their future entertainment.  

 
The initial series includes eight episodes (running time 23:50). Each episode is thematically 

linked overall and together cover a range of book and film genres (i.e. fiction, non-fiction, 

science-fiction, comedy, poetry), in order to appeal to the largest filmmaking and viewer 
audience.  

 

Award-winning, multi-talented artist of film, TV, books and music, host PAUL QUARRINGTON 
sets up each episode, pointing out things of particular interest to someone who is a film buff, 

aspires to make a film, is curious about what goes on behind the scenes in filmmaking, 

wants to know more about the author, the book, and more, according to the nature of that 
episode's content. 

 

In addition to their television broadcasts, the series can be used in course curriculum on 
campuses and schools, in book and film festivals, not-for-profit literacy programs and much 

more. MOVING STORIES is an excellent way to foster literacy in all its forms - visual and 

print– and will encourage viewers to read books. 
 

MOVING STORIES is filmic storytelling directly linked to today’s culture. We believe that 

literacy motivates people to celebrate our collective stories. MOVING STORIES encourages 
anybody who has the desire and vision to become “literate” in film, books and community.  

 

 
Contact: Executive Producer Judith Keenan, judith@bookshorts.com 

 



ICE Beauty Danger History

Still Frame Images by Daniel Borins & Oli Goldsmith 

About the BookShort Film
Based on Pauline Couture’s non-fiction work, this BookShort 
animated film offers a brief but intense look at the impact of 
ice on our lives and on our very existence.  It mines the power 
of multi-layered collage, provocative narration in both English 
adn again in French, and hauntingly music score to address 
the breadth, scale and scope of Couture's seminal book.

ICE Beauty Danger History 
by PAULINE COUTURE
ISBN 1-55278-4991  
Co-Producers: CBC ZeD TV; McArthur & Company
Canadian Heritage BPIDP; Ontario Media Development Fund

About the BookShort Film
Comprised of select characters conceived from the prose poem 
collection i-ROBOT Poetry by Jason Christie, this animated 
BookShort film features the illustrations of Director Lisa Mann. 
The storyline follows “I Have a Dream,” Martin Luther King’s 
iconic address to a people looking to break down 
pre-conceived, prejudicial bias, that speaks to Jason's delight in 
holding a mirror to the actual ways of our human habits through 
his inspired robot-world.

i-ROBOT Poetry by Jason Christie
ISBN 13 978-1-894063-24-1
Co-Producers: EDGE Science Fiction & Fantasy Publishing
Produced with the support of Canadian Heritage

i-ROBOT Poetry

Episode One: “Animation”

Still Frame Images of Original Chracter Drawings by Lisa Mann

Hosted by Paul Quarrington, “Animation” goes behind the camera to delve into the rich language of graphic
images used in surprisingly different ways, transforming Pauline Couture’s book “ICE Beauty Danger History”
into an intriguing animated documentary, and inventing quirky animated characters for the popular sci fi
poems of “i-ROBOT Poetry by Jason Christie.”  Transcripts, still photos, digital press kit also available.

Available for Broadcast; Closed-Captioned; Beta SP & DigiBeta; 100% Canadian Content

Contact:  Judith Keenan
Executive Producer 

416.855.2425 
judith@bookshorts.com   

www.movingstories.tv

BROADCAST DATES: BookTelevision Sep. 28; CLT Oct. 8, 2006
ADDITIONAL BROADCASTS: Rogers Television Spring 2007



Archetypes

Illustraiton by Kagan McLeod

About the BookShort Film
Narrated and scripted in the style of school propaganda films 
of the 1950’s, Archetypes are a series of one-minute comic 
animated films featuring illustrator Kagan McLeod’s acerbic 
images with Silcoff’s incisive insights -- the viewing effect has 
been proven --  “I KNOW that person!” -- and it might be you!

HardCover ISBN -0-7710-8092-0
Release Date: October 2006
Co-Producers: McClelland & Stewart
Canadian Heritage; BookShorts Literacy Program

No-Limit Texas Hold’em: A Complete Guide
ISBN 978-1-55022-742-0
Co-Producers: ECW Press
Newfound Films
Newfoundland & Labrador Film Dev. Corp. 

Angel Takes All: No-Limit Texas Hold’em

Episode Two: “Modern Film”
Hosted by Paul Quarrington, In this episode, Kagan McLeod’s illustrations for Mireille Silcoff’s “Archetypes” are 
made into a mobile movie, and Quarrington predicts his evolution into “telephone writer” based on his collaboration 
with award-winning director Bert Kish on “Angel Takes All: No Limit Texas Hold’Em.”  Includes a special segment 
with director Irene Duma on moviemaking for wireless devices. Transcripts, still photos, digital press kit also available.
Available for Broadcast; Closed-Captioned; Beta SP & DigiBeta; 100% Canadian Content

Contact:  Judith Keenan
Executive Producer 

416.855.2425 
judith@bookshorts.com   

www.movingstories.tv

About the BookShort Film
Two 'award-winning' filmmakers, Paul and Bert, have 
come up with that they *think* is an ingenious plan to 
raise money for their final scene of their film. They’ll get 
Angel Largay, professional poker player, to win the budget 
at the table.  Ever heard of the Golden Rule? He who has 
the gold, makes the rules! Watch what happens when 
Angel is *very* successful at the table! 
 

NOTE: MOBILE WIRELESS FORMAT AVAILABLE

Photo Credit:  Irene Duma for BookShorts

BROADCAST DATES: BookTelevision Oct. 26; CLT Nov. 12, 2006
ADDITIONAL BROADCASTS: Rogers Television Spring 2007



The Fighter
About the BookShort Film

Paul Harris has just been beaten up - badly.  Voyeuristic 
by-standers gawk -- some entertained, some disgusted – all 
fascinated.  As Paul gazes upon his own wrecked and 
disfigured face, he experiences a slow awakening. It’s not 
defeat he sees, it’s a spark.

HardCover New Release ISBN 1-55-278-447-9
Co-Producers: Penguin Group (Canada), Newfound Films
Newfound and Labradour Film Development Corp.
Theatrical Premiere: Nickel Film Festival, St. John’s NL

One Bullet Away: The Making of a Marine Officer
ISBN 0-61855-613-3
Co-Producers: Houghton Mifflin Company
Ditributed in Canada by Thomas Allen Publishing 
BookShorts Literacy Program

One Bullet Away

Episode Three: “Fighting Men”
Hosted by Paul Quarrington, “Fighting Men” addresses depictions of violence both fictional and real violence 
when Craig Davidson’s novel “The Fighter” is made into a powerful drama, and Nathaniel Fick’s “One Bullet Away” 
documents the young authors’ visceral experience on the front-lines of America’s current war. 
Transcripts, still photos, digital press kit also available.
Available for Broadcast; Closed-Captioned; Beta SP & DigiBeta; 100% Canadian Content

Contact:  Judith Keenan
Executive Producer 

416.855.2425 
judith@bookshorts.com   

www.movingstories.tv

About the BookShort Film

After active tours of duty on the front lines of America’s war in 
Afghanistan and Iraq, Nathaniel Fick embraces a larger vision 
of what the U.S. Marines represent, and how “leadership in 
combat” has fundamentally changed his life perspective.  Also 
features a provocative interview with Director Irene Duma. 
 

NOTE: This film has been modified for family viewing.

Nate Fick on Set  Photo Credit:  Rosalee Bellafonte

Rehearsing “The Fighter” Photo by Jamie Lewis

BROADCAST DATES: BookTelevision Nov. 30; CLT Nov. 26, 2006
ADDITIONAL BROADCASTS: Rogers Television Spring 2007



My Heart is Africa

A Quiet Courage: Inspiring Stories From All of Us
Trade ISBN 0-88762-155-4
Co-Producers: Thomas Allen Publishers, TVOntario
Ontario Media Development Corp, Canadian Heritage

A Quiet Courage

Episode Four: “Finding Inspiration”
Award-winning host Paul Quarrington presents two short films, exploring the process of filmmaking and adapting
the printed word for a multi-media universe. In this episode, Paula Todd of “A Quiet Courage” and Scott Griffin of
“My Heart is Africa” spark discussion on “Finding Inspiration” in their own lives, and how their film biographers
found the documentary stories in the edit suite.  Transcripts, still photos, digital press kit also available.
Available for Broadcast; Closed-Captioned; Beta SP & DigiBeta; 100% Canadian Content

Contact:  Judith Keenan
Executive Producer 

416.855.2425 
judith@bookshorts.com   

www.movingstories.tv

About the BookShort Film
Paula Todd originated her intense, psychological interview style 
in her t.v. series (co-host of TVO's Studio 2 and TVO's Person to 
Person with Paula Todd) with people who have endured 
extraordinary tragedies - and thrived as a result. This 
documentary profiles Paula's accumulated wisdom and her 
journey from observer to advocate of the human spirit.

Paula Todd on Set  
Photo Credit:  Tom Sandler

BROADCAST DATES: BookTelevision Dec.28; CLT Dec. 4, 2006
ADDITIONAL BROADCASTS: Rogers Television Spring 2007

My Heart is Africa: A Flying Adventure
Trade ISBN 0-88762-191-0
Co-Producers: Thomas Allen Publishers
Produced with the support of Canadian Heritage

About the BookShort
Scott Griffin is as well known for his success in business as for 
his support of literature, including House of Anansi Press and 
the international Griffin Poetry Prize. But many may not know 
the inspiring story of the two years he spent in Africa 
volunteering for the Flying Doctors Service, and how his life 
was changed forever.



This Hour Has Seven Decades
About the BookShort Film
Patrick Watson wants your attention and he wants it now.  In 
this delightful, tongue-in-cheek BookShort, the renowned 
broadcast journalist offers up his own antidote to television 
hell. The film gives Watson yet another platform to share his 
biting satire with a knowledgeable wink to his audience.

JPod
Trade ISBN 978-0-679-31425-7
Co-Producers: Random House Canada
Published in US and UK by Bloomsbury

JPod

Episode Five: “Icons”
Douglas Coupland and Patrick Watson have become international icons, masters in interpreting the zeitgeist of 
their times.  It’s an intimidating challenge for their respective filmmakers in a dramatic interpretation of Coupland’s
novel “JPod” and the mockumentary translation of Watson’s “This Hour Has Seven Decades.” Special feature on the
role of music in film with composer Martin Worthy. Host Paul Quarrington. Transcripts, photos, EPK also available.

Available for Broadcast; Closed-Captioned; Beta SP & DigiBeta; 100% Canadian Content

Contact:  Judith Keenan
Executive Producer 

416.855.2425 
judith@bookshorts.com   

www.movingstories.tv

About the BookShort Film
Coupland pens the chronicle of modern geek life, he’s the 
vampire of a modern cubicle monkey, and his entire novel is a 
game in itself. In capturing the spirit of JPod, the short film 
chooses one microcosm to reflect the pace and crackle of the 
book, namely the the courtship of Ethan and Kaitlin as viewed 
through the twisted subway sandwich diet prank.
 

Michelle Morgan as Kaitlin on set; Photo:  Simon Lepik-Wookey

BROADCAST DATES: BookTelevision Jan 25; CLT Jan 14, 2007
ADDITIONAL BROADCASTS: Rogers Television Spring 2007

Trade Paper ISBN 1-55278-4401
Support by Canadian Heritage, Ontario Media Dev. Corporation
Co-Producers: McArthur & Co., Newfound Films, 
Newfound and Labradour Film Development Corp.
Theatrical Premiere: Worldwide Short Film Festival

Photo (c) Tom Sandler



About the BookShort Film
Based on her memoir of the same name, Sue Kenney’s 
Confessions of a Pilgrim is a real-life fable. Portrayed here in a 
documentary short film, it is an emotionally gratifying, 
spiritually rewarding and personally inspiring memoir of Sue’s 
physically grueling and mentally challenging reprise of her first 
trek.  Sue’s life journey continues, going even further and 
deeper into the mystery of the Camino, by asking the questions 
we want asked and facing the fears that confront us all.  

What Casanova Told Me
About the BookShort Film
What would you do in the name of love? If offered the 
opportunity of a lifetime, could you make the sacrifices to 
achieve it? These questions must be answered by the film's 
heroine, Luce -- with the help of the world's most legendary 
lover. The BookShort film time-travels between present day and 
ancient Venice as Luce flirts with decisions that impact her 
otherwise prescribed archivist's life.  

Vintage Trade ISBN 0-676-97577-1
Co-Producer: Random House Canada; Bravo!FACT
With the support of Canadian Heritage; NLFDC 
Ontario Media Development Corporation

Confessions of a Pilgrim / My Camino
Co-Producers: SK Associates, BookShorts Literacy Program
White Knight Books, With the support of Canadian Heritage,
Production Resources from Movieola-The Short Film Channel

Confessions of a Pilgrim

Episode Six: “Journeys”
Hosted by Paul Quarrington, this episode has it’s focus on the impact of location, with directors of the dramatic 
short “What Casanova Told Me” by Susan Swan revealing the magic of re-creating 18th century Venice in downtown
Toronto, and in the doc “Confessions of a Pilgrim” Sue Kenney is transformed by her trek on the Camino, shot 
entirely on location in Spain; the film is directed by award-winner Bert Kish. Transcripts, photos, EPK also available.
Available for Broadcast; Closed-Captioned; Beta SP & DigiBeta; 100% Canadian Content

Contact:  Judith Keenan
Executive Producer 

416.855.2425 
judith@bookshorts.com   

www.movingstories.tv

BROADCAST DATES: BookTelevision Feb. 22; CLT Feb 11, 2007
ADDITIONAL BROADCASTS: Rogers Television Spring 2007
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SERIES BROADCAST DATES 
 

BookTelevision  
Broadcast schedule 8pm EST on Thursday nights with repeats 
 
Ep 1  “ANIMATION”    Ice + i-ROBOT  Sept 28 
Ep 2  “MODERN FILM”   Archetypes + Hold’em Oct 26 
Ep 3 “FIGHTING MEN”   The Fighter + Bullet  Nov 30 
Ep 4 “FINDING INSPIRATION”  My Heart + Courage  Dec 28 
Ep 5  “ICONS”    This Hour + JPod  Jan 25 
Ep 6  “JOURNEYS”    Casanova + Confessions  Feb 22 
 
 
CLT  
Broadcast Schedule  8:30am EST on Sundays with repeats  11am ,1 pm 
 
Ep 1  “ANIMATION”    Ice + i-ROBOT  Oct. 8 
Ep 2  “MODERN FILM”   Archetypes + Hold’em Nov. 12 
Ep 3 “FIGHTING MEN”   The Fighter + Bullet  Nov. 26 
Ep 4 “FINDING INSPIRATION”  My Heart + Courage  Dec. 4 
Ep 5  “ICONS”    This Hour + JPod  Jan 14 
Ep 6  “JOURNEYS”    Casanova+ Confessions  Feb. 11 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
For further information, broadcast schedule and screening DVDs contact: 

Debby de Groot 
ddg Publicity & Marketing 

(416) 519-4806 
debby@bookshorts.com 

 
www.MovingStories.TV 
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SERIES CREATIVE & PRODUCTION TEAM 
 

Producer Judith Keenan 
Director Bert Kish 
Host & Story Editor Paul Quarrington 
Composer Martin Worthy 
Editors Kerry Biskupski, Chris Perez 
Titles & Graphic Design Crush 
Interactive Producer Irene Duma 
Publicity ddg Publicity & Marketing 
 
Production Partners: Newfound Films, NIFCO 

Rogers Television 
 

Broadcasters: CHUM Access Media Group 
including Access The Education 
Station. CLT (Canadian Learning 
Channel, BookTelevision 
Rogers Television 

 
 

 
 

 

BookShorts Literacy Program, BookShorts Inc., and MOVING STORIES are produced with the 
support of Canadian Heritage Book Publishing Industry Development Program, Newfoundland 
& Labrador Film Development Corp., CHUM Access Media Group, Rogers Television, Movieola-
The Short Film Channel, and the individual of filmmakers, authors, and publishing partners. 

Publishers participating in the fall 2006 program include: PENGUIN GROUP (CANADA); THE 
SECRET MOUNTAIN; ECW PRESS; MCCLELLAND & STEWART; EDGE SCIENCE FICTION AND 
FANTASY PUBLISHING; WHITE KNIGHT BOOKS; RANDOM HOUSE CANADA; and THOMAS 
ALLEN PUBLISHERS. 

 For further information, broadcast schedule and screening DVDs contact: 
Debby de Groot 

ddg Publicity & Marketing 
(416) 519-4806 

debby@bookshorts.com 
 

www.MovingStories.TV 
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PRODUCER JUDITH KEENAN 
Judith Keenan’s 20-year career in Canada and the United States has been focused on business 
development in the culture and entertainment sector. 
 
She is currently Executive Director and Founder of BookShorts Inc. and its sister company BookShorts 
Literacy Program (www.bookshorts.com). The corporations produce and distribute short films based on 
books with the mandate to support literacy of all kinds. Since its launch in 2004, BookShorts has 
produced thirteen original productions and a national television series (movingstories.tv).  The films 
are distributed via television broadcast, Internet and wireless initiatives, live events, festivals and 
other multi-platform promotions. 
 
 
BERT KISH, DIRECTOR 
Bert Kish made his move to the director’s chair after a very distinguished career as a picture editor. He 
cut such notable shows as La Femme Nikita, Power Play and won the Gemini for his work on John 
Woo’s Once a Thief.  
 
His feature credits include Top of the Food Chain and Cypher starring Lucy Liu and Jeremy Northam. 
His fist directorial assignment was an episode of Power Play, which was nominated for a Best Director 
Gemini. His next projects included two spec pilots and a short film which he directed, shot and edited 
entitled Tell Tale Reno, based on the Edgar Allan Poe’s classic ‘Tell Tale Heart.’ The short was 
accepted and screened at the New York Film and Video Festival. He recently had the great pleasure of 
directing an episode of Missing starring Vivica Fox, which airs on the Lifetime network in the U.S. as 
well as the movie for television Intimate Strangers airing October 2006. 
 
 
PAUL QUARRINGTON, HOST & STORY CONSULTANT  
Since his first popular novel Home Game, Paul Quarrington's writing has been favourably compared to 
that of Robertson Davies, Henry David Thoreau, Herman Melville, and Francois Rabelais. Toronto 
Globe and Mail critic William French proclaimed Quarrington "a fresh and zany voice" in Canadian 
fiction. 
 
Quarrington is a graduate of the Canadian Film Centre; he has written several screenplays and stage 
plays, of which notables are: Camilla, Whale Music, Giant Steps and Perfectly Normal, the latter 
becoming an underground cult film.  
 
He wrote and supervised teleplays for three series: he has been a frequent writer for Due South that 
aired for many seasons in Canada, US, UK, Germany, Australia and many other countries. He also 
wrote for John Woo's Once A Thief. He took his love of sport and hockey to the small screen as 
Executive Story Editor for the CTV Series Power Play. 
 
Awards: Stephen Leacock Award for Humour in 1987 for King Leary; Finalist for Trillium Book Award 
for King Leary in 1987; Governor General's Literary Award for English Language Fiction in Canada in 
1989 for Whale Music; Genie Award for best screenplay for Perfectly Normal; Genie Award for best 
song - Claire (from the movie Whale Music); nominated for Gemini Award for Best Writing In A 
Dramatic Series - Due South - All the Queen's Horses with Paul Gross, and John Krizanc; Short Listed 
For Stephen Leacock Medal for Humour in 1998 for The Boy On The Back Of The Turtle; Short Listed 
for Trillium Book Award in1998 for The Boy On The Back Of The Turtle; The Writers Guild of Canada's 
Annual Top Ten Award in 2000 for Manipulation an episode of the television series Power Play; Giller 
Prize Shortlist 2004 Galveston. 


